






















 We struggled along the coast with great difficulty and finally arrived at  
Fair Havens, near the town of Lasea. We had lost a lot of time. The weather was 

becoming  dangerous for sea travel because it was so late in the fall... 
Acts 27: 8 -9 



“Men,” he said, “I believe there is 
trouble ahead if we go on—
shipwreck, loss of cargo, and 
danger to our lives as well.”  
But the officer in charge of the 
prisoners listened more to the 
ship’s captain and the owner 
than to Paul.  
v10 - 11 
 





But the weather changed abruptly, and a wind of typhoon 
strength called a “northeaster” burst across the island and blew 
us out to sea. The sailors couldn’t turn the ship into the wind,   
so they gave up and let it run before the gale.  V14-15 







The terrible storm raged for many days, 
blotting out the sun and the stars, 

until at last all hope was gone. 
Acts 27:20 



Finally, Paul called the crew together and said, 
“Men, you should have listened to me in the first 
place and not left Crete. You would have 
avoided all this damage and loss.   
But take courage! None of you will lose your 
lives, even though the ship will go down.  



For last night an angel of the God to whom I 
belong and whom I serve stood beside me,  and 
he said, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul, for you will surely 
stand trial before Caesar! What’s more, God in 
his goodness has granted safety to everyone 
sailing with you.’ So take courage!  
For I believe God. It will be just as he said.  
But we will be shipwrecked on an island.”  





Be ready at all times to 
answer anyone who asks 
you to explain the hope 
you have in you,   
but do it with gentleness 
and respect. 
1 Peter 3: 15a-16a 
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1 Peter 1: 3 - 4 
 Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By 
his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that 
is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,  
kept in heaven for you. 
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Romans 13:15 
May the God of hope fill you with all 
Joy and peace as you trust in him, 
so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 



Isaiah 40: 30 – 31 
Even youths grow tired and weary,  
and young men stumble and fall; 
but those who hope in the Lord,  

will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not grow weary,  
they will walk and not be faint. 
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3
Faith shows the reality of what we hope for;  
it is the evidence of things we cannot see. 

Hebrews 13: 1  



That night the Lord appeared to Paul and said,  
“Be encouraged, Paul. Just as you have 
been a witness to me here in Jerusalem,  
you must preach the Good News  
in Rome as well.” 
Acts 23:11 
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We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, 
 for we know that they help us develop endurance. 

 And endurance develops strength of character, 
and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation.   

And this hope will not lead to disappointment.  
For we know how dearly God loves us,  
because he has given us the Holy Spirit  

to fill our hearts with his love. 
Romans 5:3-5 







Paul urged everyone to eat. “You have been so worried that you 
haven’t touched food for two weeks,” he said.   

“Please eat something now for your own good.  
For not a hair of your heads will perish.”  

Then he took some bread, gave thanks to God before them all, 
and broke off a piece and ate it. Then everyone was encouraged 

and began to eat—  all 276 of us who were on board... 



 When morning dawned, they didn’t recognize the coastline, but 
they saw a bay with a beach and wondered if they could get to 
shore by running the ship aground. So they cut off the anchors 
and left them in the sea. Then they lowered the rudders, raised 
the foresail, and headed toward shore. But they hit a shoal and 
ran the ship aground too soon. The bow of the ship stuck fast, 

while the stern was repeatedly smashed by the force of the 
waves and began to break apart. 



The soldiers wanted to kill the prisoners  
to make sure they didn’t swim ashore and escape.  

But the commanding officer wanted to spare Paul, so he didn’t 
let them carry out their plan. Then he ordered all who could 

swim to jump overboard first and make for land.  
The others held on to planks or debris from the broken ship.  

So everyone escaped safely to shore. 





One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show 
that they should always pray and never give up. 

Luke 18.1 





“My soul is crushed with grief  
to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me” 
Matt 26:48 



And let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus,  
the pioneer and perfecter of faith.  
For the joy set before him he endured the cross 
Hebrews 12: 1b- 2 



Romans 13:15 
May the God of hope fill you with all 
Joy and peace as you trust in him, 
so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 









 For the next two years, Paul lived in Rome at his own 
expense. He welcomed all who visited him,   

boldly proclaiming the Kingdom of God  
and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ.  

And no one tried to stop him. 
Acts 28:30-31 


