


Ben-Hadad king of Aram mobilized his entire 
army and marched up and laid siege to 
Samaria. There was a great famine in the city; 
the siege lasted so long that a donkey’s head 
sold for eighty shekels  of silver, and a quarter 
of a cab[b of seed pods for five shekels.
As the king of Israel was passing by on the 
wall, a woman cried to him, “Help me, my lord 
the king!”
 The king replied, “If the Lord does not help 
you, where can I get help for you? From the 
threshing floor? From the winepress?” 28 Then 
he asked her, “What’s the matter?”
She answered, “This woman said to me, ‘Give 
up your son so we may eat him today, and 
tomorrow we’ll eat my son.’ 29 So we cooked 
my son and ate him. The next day I said to her, 
‘Give up your son so we may eat him,’ but she 
had hidden him.”
 When the king heard the woman’s words, he 
tore his robes.	



Elisha replied, “Hear the word of the Lord. This is what the Lord 
says: About this time tomorrow, a seah[a] of the finest flour will sell 
for a shekel[b] and two seahs[c] of barley for a shekel at the gate of 
Samaria.”	



The Siege Lifted!
 Now there were four men with 
leprosy[d at the entrance of the city 
gate. They said to each other, 
“Why stay here until we die? If we 
say, ‘We’ll go into the city’—the 
famine is there, and we will die. 
And if we stay here, we will die. So 
let’s go over to the camp of the 
Arameans and surrender. If they 
spare us, we live; if they kill us, 
then we die.”



5 At dusk they got up and went to the camp of the 
Arameans. When they reached the edge of the camp, no 
one was there,  for the Lord had caused the Arameans to 
hear the sound of chariots and horses and a great army, 
so that they said to one another, “Look, the king of Israel 
has hired the Hittite and Egyptian kings to attack us!” 
7 So they got up and fled in the dusk and abandoned 
their tents and their horses and donkeys. They left the 
camp as it was and ran for their lives.

8 The men who had leprosy reached the edge of the 
camp, entered one of the tents and ate and drank. Then 
they took silver, gold and clothes, and went off and hid 
them. They returned and entered another tent and took 
some things from it and hid them also.



What we’re doing is not right. This is a day 
of good news and we are keeping it to 
ourselves. 	


